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 Evidence

It is information that exists, regardless of the method by which it was 

obtained. It is common to give more credit to whom makes the assertion 

than to its content.

 Scientific Evidence

It is information obtained through objective and validated methods which 

incorporates to the assertion a degree of measurable certainty. It places 

more weight on the methodology than on the person that is making the 

claim. It allows the possibility of subjecting these claims to criticism and 

evaluation. 

Difference between “evidence” and “scientific 

evidence”
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Source: CICAD, MEM 7° round
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Source: OID, CICAD , 2019
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The “epidemiological window” strategy recovers

the experience and knowledge of the people from

the community, and from key local institutions,

such as emergency rooms, treatment centers or

schools

Local diagnosis and epidemiological windows
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Life prevalence of CBP (smokable cocaine) use. General population, 2017.
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Neighborhood with 15,000 people. 

The Basic Needs Index is 15.5%  in 0.49 km surface.
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 It is important to have evidence not just at the national 

level but also at the local level and at drug-prevention 

and treatment programs level.

 At the program or local level, it is not necessary that all 

the technical workers or volunteers become researchers. 

But it is essential to give them the necessary tools to 

allow them to systematize their own practices and 

reformulate each of their preventive and assistance 

programs. 



“The professional must know that, in this historical 

moment, we have a clear notion of what constitutes 

scientific evidence, and so he or she must assume that 

being guide by scientific evidence, especially when 

working with people, is an unavoidable ethical obligation.”

“¿Que es la evidencia científica?”, 

Domingo Comas, 2014

Ethics and evidence 
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Thank You !

Q & A
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